
Subscribe Sign In

Women's Equality Day is
Monday: Here's where
Vermont still falls behind

Members of the Political Equality League in an
early Ford automobile draped with bunting
reading "Votes for Women". In the front seat is
Mrs. B.C. Gudden. In the back seat, left to right,
are Ruth Fitch, Bertha Pratt King, and Helen
Mann. Shot in Milwaukee, date unknown
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Women's Equality Day, which celebrates

the passage of the 19th Amendment giving

women the right to vote, kicks off on

Monday. Nearly a century after the

amendment passed in 1920, Vermont still

has some room to improve. 

Gov. Scott signed a proclamation in 2017

acknowledging both the progress and gaps

women face. Some of these roadblocks

included: 

Vermont women receiving 84 cents

to every man's dollar in 2015. 

The state never sending a woman

to Congress.

Women only comprising eight

percent of the state's highest

grossing company leaders.  

More: Madeleine Kunin: 'It's a little

embarrassing to be beaten out by

Mississippi'

Here's a few other things to keep in mind if

you're celebrating Women's Equality Day. 

Where Vermont still needs to
improve on women's rights

The Institute for Women's Policy Research,

a think tank, released a report on the

status of Vermont women in 2015,

examining the well-being of women based

on different metrics. Similarly, Change the

Story VT provided information on the

status of women on its website. 

These organizations found:

No women of color were elected

to statewide executive office by

2015. (Keep in mind that many

women of color were not part of the

voting conversation until the Voting

Rights Act of 1965 passed.) 

43 percent of the state's women

with full-time work could not

make what they needed for "basic

living expenses." 

Women received an A- in

reproductive rights, but a C in both

work and family, as well as

political participation. 

Women are not expected to

achieve equal pay until 2048

based on current trends, according

to the Status of Women 2015

report. 

Vermont women typically get half

of what men do in terms of

annual social security benefits

(with women receiving

approximately $10,000).

Vermont's strides in women's
rights 

It's not all bad. Vermont has a number of

things to be proud of when it comes to

gender equality. 

A 2017 report from Change the Story VT

determined:

Women comprise nearly 40

percent of individuals in the

state's General Assembly. 

They represent half of the

presidents in public university and

college settings. 

Women make up 60 percent of

Vermont's Supreme Court justices. 

The Institute for Women's Policy Research

2015 report also found some promising

data: 

More women were registered to

vote in the state when compared to

a 2004 report's finding. 

Women earned more based on a

2015 report than in the 2004 report

relative to the man's dollar. 

Over 37 percent of women held at

least a Bachelor's degree, as

opposed to less than 30 percent as

determined by a 2004 report.

Contact Maleeha Syed at

mzsyed@freepressmedia.com or 802-495-

6595. Follow her on

Twitter @MaleehaSyed89. 
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